5.0 CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

5.1 Federal And State Agencies Consulted

North Dakota Health Department, Division of Air Quality, Bismarck, North Dakota

State of North Dakota, State Historical Society, Bismarck, North Dakota

State of North Dakota, Public Service Commission, Reclamation Division, Bismarck, North Dakota
US Fish and Wildlife Service, North Dakota State Office, Bismarck, North Dakota

Army Corps of Engineers, Bismarck, North Dakota

5.2 List Of Contributors And Reviewers

BLM North Dakota Field Office
Mike Nash

BLM Montana Sate Office
Randy Heuscher

Rebecca Spurgin

John Thompson

Gary Smith

Gayle Sitter

Technical Review

Solid Minerals Coordination
Coal Program Coordination
NEPA Coordinator

Cultural Resources Coordination
Wildlife Coordination

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, \Western Regional Coordinating Center

Floyd McMullen
Foster Kirby

5.3 List Of Preparers

Name

BLM North Dakota Field Office
Lee Jefferis

Allen Ollila

Don Rufledt

Mary Ramsey

Barry Williams

BLM Montana State Office
Ed Hughes

Joan Trent

BLM Wyoming State Office
Susan Caplan

EIS Project Coordinator
Archaeologist

Education/Experience

M.S., B.S. Geology
30 years professional experience

B.S. Chemical Engineering
26 years professional experience

B.S. Resource Management (Soils)
30 years professional experience

B.A. Communications
4 years of professional experience

M.A., B.A. Anthropology
30 years professional experience

B.S. Mineral Economics
30 years professional experience

B.A. Psychology
M.A. Environmental Science
30 years professional experience

B.S. Meteorology
M.S. Air Resource Management
19 years professional experience

49

Responsibility
DEIS Project Leader
Water Resources
FEIS Project Leader
Soils, Land Use/
Vegetation, Wildlife

Writer/Editor

Cultural Resources

Economics

Socioeconomics
Environmental Justice

Air Quality /Climate



5.4 Tribal Organizations Consulted

Three Affiliated Tribes

Lower Brule

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe

Fort Peck Tribe

Northern Cheyenne Tribe

Fort Belknap

Turtle Mountain Band of the Chippewa Indians
Oglala Sioux Tribe

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska
Rosebud Sioux Tribe

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
Yankton Sioux Tribe

5.5 Comments and Responses to Draft
EIS

Introduction

Included in this section are comments received by the Bu-
reau of Land Management and the Office of Surface Min-
ing during the review period for the draft EIS. The Bureau
of Land Management and the Office of Surface Mining thank
all who took time to share their thoughts and inquires. We
have sought to incorporate, modify, and explain these within
this document’s text.

Some writers addressed large-scale ecological concerns such
as acid rain and the global warming. These phenomena are
beyond the scope of this document. Some comments were
expressions of social values for a particular alternative and
provided no substantive information for the analysis. These
comments do not require a response; they are included to
show convictions and values the public shared.

Responses

The below numbered responses correspond to the numbers
located adjacent to the accompanying comment letters within
this section. Bold text at the beginning of the response dem-
onstrates that the response is to more than one comment
letter.

1. Develop an alternative that protects additional cul-
tural resources within the WMA.

The alternatives are based on the significant impacts to cul-
tural resources. The preferred alternative parallels the Pro-
grammatic Agreement and Management Plan done in con-
sultation with tribal and preservation advocates over a four-
year period. Alternative C (Preferred) has been modified
to preserve additional stone features within the WMA since
the DEIS.
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2. Develop methods for further protecting unmarked
burials.

To date three unmarked burials have been identified within
the WMA. Additional proactive identification of unmarked
burials has been implemented in Phase Il of the Manage-
ment Plan. These include sensitive excavations at probable
locations. Discovered remains will be left in place until it
is necessary to relocate. As NAGPRA does not apply to pri-
vate or state lands, all unanticipated discoveries will follow
applicable North Dakota Century Code.

3. Compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA of 1966 as
amended.

There has been considerable confusion over the protection
of cultural resources as affected by the State of North
Dakota’s Public Service Commission issuing a permit for
the mining of private and state coal and the leasing of fed-
eral coal. Compliance with Section 106 applies only to the
leasing of the federal coal. As there are no federal lands
involved in the permit, all the private and state coal may be
mined through the PSC’s permitting process. Under that
process, proposed cultural resource mitigation is reviewed
by the State Historical Society, and an approved cultural
resource plan is required under N.D.C.C. § 38-14.1-30.
There is no federal involvement in that process. The leas-
ing of federal coal requires the federal agencies (BLM and
OSM) to take into account the effects of their undertaking
on historic properties and afford the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (Council) a reasonable opportunity to
comment, i.e. the Section 106 process.

During the spring of 2000, BLM, OSM, Council, PSC and
SHPO (State Historical Society) discussed how the two pro-
cesses could be intertwined to provide the best-faith effort
to take into the account the effects of their separate pro-
cesses or undertakings on historic properties within the
WMA. It was determined that all agencies would look at
the entire WMA and develop a single cultural resource man-
agement plan regardless of the determination of what coal
was mined. Thus, for purposes of Section 106, the WMA
became the APE (area of potential effects) for leasing of
federal coal. This paralleled the PSC permit area.

In 2000, The Coteau Properties Company provided the agen-
cies with an inventory of archeological resources, and in
2001, it provided a report concerning the tribal significance
of sites within the WMA.. This second report came from
ethnographic evidence and conversations with tribal peoples.
Also in 2001, a report on the evaluation of the archeologi-
cal significance of the sites was completed. That evalua-
tion tested a small sample of approximately 1,700 stone fea-
tures. InJanuary/February of 2002, OSM, BLM, and SHPO
determined which sites were eligible for listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. Thirty-nine (39 of 200)
prehistoric sites were determined eligible for their archeo-
logical information, and one (1 of 50) historic period site
was determined eligible for its architectural value. Two other



sites were to be avoided, an effigy and the only recorded
unmarked burial. After additional consultation, the effigy
was determined to be a Traditional Cultural Property using
the criterion of history and design.

In December of 2002, the Adverse Effect determination was
finalized, and in January the Council agreed to formally par-
ticipate in the Section 106 process. Throughout the process
a “working group” consisting of the cultural offices of the
Three Affiliated Tribes, Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux
Tribes, the Tribal Historic Preservation Office Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe, BLM, OSM, Council, PSC, SHPO, and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation held meetings and
conversations concerning the process, reports, eligibilities,
TCPs, etc. In January of 2003, the ninth version of a Pro-
grammatic Agreement and the fourth version of a cultural
resource Management Plan were also sent to Fort Belknap,
Oglala Sioux Tribe, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Flandreau Santee
Sioux Tribe, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians,
Northern Cheyenne Tribe, Crow Creek Sioux Tribes, and
the Lower Brule for comment. In August of 2003, Coteau
had signed a final version of the Programmatic Agreement
and associated Management Plan. The following month
BLM, OSM, PSC, and SHPO signed the agreement. With
the signatures of Coteau and the State Historic Society, a
CRMP was in place for the state to issue the PSC permit for
the WMA. Major components of the Management Plan in-
clude mitigation through archeological investigation of his-
toric properties that will be destroyed by mining and pres-
ervation of stone ring and cairn features through donation
of lands to the North Dakota Indian Cultural Education Trust
(see #6).

In March of 2004, Coteau submitted a preliminary report of
the Phase | investigations required by the Management Plan.
While the work had completed the requirements of the
Management Plan’s Phase I, BLM, OSM, SHPO and the
Council requested additional investigations of the prehis-
toric settlement patterns prior to finalizing the Phase Il in-
vestigations. Coteau agreed to fund those investigations
done by an outside investigator, the University of lowa. On
May 4, 2004, the Council signed the Programmatic Agree-
ment.

Additional changes were made to the Programmatic Agree-
ment and Management Plan early in 2005 because of the
inability to acquire certain lands referenced in the DEIS for
donation to North Dakota’s Indian Cultural Education Trust.
The modification was developed in continued consultation
with the lessee, the North Dakota State Historic Preserva-
tion Office, The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation,
Three Affiliated Tribes, Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux,
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and Public Service Com-
mission as part of National Historic Preservation Act com-
pliance for this undertaking.
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4. Clarify each alternative’s mitigation measures.
BLM has rewritten portions of the cultural section to clearly
define what will be affected within the WMA and what will
be donated to the Indian Cultural Education Trust from out-
side the WMA (see Table 4.3). BLM has adjusted site num-
bers and effects as additional information has been received
from Coteau and the State Historical Society.

5. Traditional Cultural Properties defined.

Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) are the most misun-
derstood and hardest to define category of historic proper-
ties. They were originally to designate such significant natu-
ral features as Bear Butte, Devils Tower, etc., which were
an integral part of a community’s folkways and did not eas-
ily fit into the already defined National Register property
types. They are not synonymous with features having sa-
credness. TCPs are generally defined as a property eligible
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places by
association with an event or person, have architectural sig-
nificance, or are important in yielding significant informa-
tion. They must have defensible boundaries and integrity.
They must be associated with the cultural practices or be-
liefs of a living community, rooted in the community’s his-
tory, and important in maintaining the continuing cultural
identity of the community. TCPs must be a tangible place
important to the community today and must have been im-
portant for 50 years or more.

BLM does not have sufficient information to designate the
estimated more than 1 million stone features originally found
across the Great Plains as TCPs. If we look at the defen-
sible boundaries alone, we cannot use the artificially con-
structed WMA as a boundary; it has no historic integrity.
The stone features within the WMA individually do not meet
the criterion of the National Register and additional bur-
dens to be TCPs. However, one TCP has been identified
within the WMA, the turtle effigy. It was known to mem-
bers of the Three Affiliated Tribes and utilized in past
memory. That is important. TCPs are not “found by pedes-
trian survey,” they are locations that are known to the com-
munity.

The Programmatic Agreement and Management Plan pro-
vides flexibility, allowing for the Management Plan to evolve
as new information surfaces. The plan can accommodate
information of additional TCPs as brought forth and docu-
mented by any cultural community.

6. Trust and Donor Agreements explained.

The Indian Cultural Education Trust was written into law
by the North Dakota Legislature during the 2003 legislative
session. The trust provides a mechanism for donation of
land and/or monies for Indian cultural education. It is be-
ing used as an innovative response to the significant loss of
the stone features found throughout the WMA. Not only
does it provide for some preservation of stone features within



and outside the WMA, but it also provides access to these
features. The trust also provides significant money for cul-
tural education. How and what is done is left to the Tribe(s)
and the donor (the lessee) to decide. It is an offer by the
lessee not the federal government. As long as the donation
meets the requirements of the Trust and is consistent with
the intent of the Programmatic Agreement and Management
Plan, the donation will contribute to the federal responsibil-
ity for compliance with the National Historic Preservation
Act. While part of the mitigation plan, it is not necessary
for the federal government’s obligation to meet the require-
ments of the National Historic Preservation Act. The lands
will be donated to the State of North Dakota and managed
by the North Dakota State Land Board.

7. Treaty Rights.

All federal lands and mineral interests involved in the cur-
rent coal lease application are open to leasing and develop-
ment under the North Dakota RMP and in accordance with
the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 and the Federal Coal Leas-
ing Amendments Act of 1976 (FCLAA). Resolving treaty
disputes is outside the scope of the EIS process. The EIS
analyzes and discloses environmental impacts to resources
of concern to Native Americans. However, evaluating
whether those resources are covered by the 1868 Fort
Laramie Treaty or any other treaty, or whether impacts to
those resources violate specific treaty rights, is beyond the
scope of the environmental analysis.

8. Importance of the coal mining industry to the local
and regional economy.

Socioeconomics sections of this document (Sections 3.11
and 4.10) have been revised to acknowledge the contribu-
tions of the coal mining industry to the local and regional
economy. This includes employment, personal income, and
economic activity in the local communities, school districts,
and the Bismarck Trade Area. It is also acknowledged that
the Freedom Mine contributes to the operating budgets of
the county, cities, and school districts through the coal sev-
erance taxes returned to Mercer County.

9. Dependence of the operation of the Freedom Mine on
federal coal reserves.

A number of comments imply that the continued operation
of the Freedom Mine is dependent upon obtaining the ap-
plied-for federal coal reserves, or that the mine would close
prematurely without the federal lease. Federal coal produc-
tion from 1997-2001 accounted for less than 5 percent of
the total coal mined in Mercer County. Mine-specific pro-
duction data is not available; however, the Freedom Mine
accounted for 92 percent of the County’s average annual
production over the period.

The mine has and will continue to supply coal to its existing
customers with or without the federal lease. The recently-
approved Surface Coal Mining Permit NACT 0201 allows
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the mining of non-federal reserves in the WMA. Acquisi-
tion of the federal coal reserves would allow the maximum
economic recovery of the non-federal reserves. However,
there are adequate reserves of coal available in the Renner’s
Cove coal deposit and the nearby Beulah and Hazen coal
deposits to supply the contracts throughout the expected life
of the customer plants. This is based upon the BLM’s West-
Central North Dakota Management Framework Plan, July
1981. At that time there was an estimated 700 million tons
of federal coal that could be mined, including 27,971 acres,
in these deposits alone. Federal coal ownership accounts
for 27 percent of the total mineral acres in Mercer County.
However, because of the ownership pattern the percentage
of federal coal in the identified deposits would likely be in
the 35-40 percent range. If so, there were an estimated 1.75
to 2 billion tons of non-federal reserves in the deposits.

10. Cultural Programmatic Agreement does not obligate
BLM to lease coal.

The EIS provides a range of alternatives from which the
decision maker will make a selection. The Programmatic
Agreement and Management Plan are parts of compliance
with the National Historic Preservation Act. They are also
the basis on which the Preferred Alternative (Alternative C)
is developed. But, signing them does not obligate the BLM
to lease coal.

11. BLM decision concerns the leasing of federal coal.
Expansion of the Freedom Mine to include private and state
coal reserves was approved by the North Dakota Public
Service Commission on April 14, 2004. The BLM must
decide whether to lease tracts of federal coal (beneath pri-
vate surface) within the approved permit area.

12. Reply to Coteau’s DEIS review.
Appropriate content and format changes have been made to
the FEIS as specified in Coteau’s June 29, 2004, letter.

13. Aquifers.

The DEIS does not mention “degradation of water quality
1-2 miles from the proposed mine sites.” The DEIS (p. 32,
8§ 4.4, Groundwater) “Low permeability of lignite aquifers
suggests that measurable declines in groundwater levels
would not extend more than one to two miles from an ac-
tive mine site.” A measurable decline in groundwater level
means the water table would be lowered in aquifers near
the mine. Water quality in “surrounding rivers and Lake
Sakakawea” would not be threatened by seepage of ground-
water into an open pit.

TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load, the maximum amount
of a pollutant that a water body can receive and still meet
water quality standards) applies to pollution of surface wa-
ters. As the DEIS indicates (§ 4.4, Surface Water), surface
waters would pass through sediment-control ponds before
exiting the permit area. Coteau asserts “discharges from



sedimentation ponds on the mine site have average lower
sediment concentrations than monitored surface water run-
off from surrounding undisturbed lands.” (See Letter No.
21 at point No. 41).

The aquifers of significance in the WMA include shallow
lignite beds of the Sentinel Butte Formation. Potentiomet-
ric maps of near-surface aquifers in the permit area indicate
that water-bearing strata receive water from WMA high-
lands and distribute it as spring and seeps in and near the
West Mine Area. This mapping indicates that groundwater
would not affect Lake Sakakawea and the surrounding riv-
ers.
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14. Mercury.
Mercury emission section incorporated into 3.4 Air Quality
and Climate.

15. Wetlands.

Coteau has addressed the loss of wetlands through mitiga-
tion by increasing the size of a wetland complex on reclaimed
land in S1/2 § 6, T. 145 N., R. 87 W. A total of 36 acres of
seasonal wetlands will be added to the wetland complex,
and 40 acres of additional native grassland will be estab-
lished near the wetland. The reclaimed wetlands represent
a net gain in wetland acreage at the Freedom Mine.
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Tailies 0 lease (his Federad ool oould beve o = pnificam negative (mpact on Deulah’s
srhirds Do ida 20114 schoal e e Brelnh schend dainc hesd on cvrod e of 350
slubeta 171 of e slidas sl & leas one paeni that works @ the Freadom bne
hkpisly i moee han | 3% of our oorallneni greily relaied in s Coteas oreplopes,
sctiimn ibai woradd impedt the Filere o e #ilae wonld oty FTgae onr schodls

I Feideral coal mnol kepd, s erelerstand (s wosld radees 12 boogevily o e mme.
placing @ corsblerable dowmuged pressan on osr sisden populaion, snd demby
s gy reducing staile Tnusdstion aal peymers, o por-pepl payment o e scdieod
uperilisin,  Wilk &b iy Tided cinls oo oover, regardkss of the ramber of sderds, (he
T i [ o patvrmeers ol d pun & memiridoes sirmiean FIr YRk

Bri sdditioni 9] miliE Wie peSenls o sipefoan amoant of severaee e el
e (o the Beslal schond dwirici.  For ovample. o ghe 200000 schi| e we
reverved S LES i sevenaee Lis preeibes (rodi scdl midiag ks repicieibal oliiod
11% ol siwr arverall 1581 EIT8Y bk

Wish so iy indirect Besinesas dependorn on the ool energy indwsiry, nech as o
md sapplers, sy evucm in husness wolome woukd ale sl in pokeiial ob ee
penenal populatsrn declines. el spdend lesees  opar schosls. This agais wouol i dissody
pepg i i i e lindrakation mal permeie

ki yoar Wbk o aaivilives Aesgsieg wipaiis phvee gddres thes dgnilcon) agaivo

argsacts o ron easing ehis Vodksal credl on locsd schaed disrcia CHARALTEE COUMTR!
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Diezar Simn

02 hahalt o2 thy e las Chasnibor of Comimores, epresenting | 11 hasnssass g e
mndl wivird the Beelsh ens, thi lofer 0 provde commenis soncamumg yoer Disil
Eavironiveamial | Stiiran 0 leasng Fedal ooal i Conei's 'Wesl Mife dns
Yirar finall EES shnakd sddrees the postive sconand o prpects fom mining bcally and iba
e reggilres mipadd el wosnkd s if ccal mising wee W B Asconiimicd
prereairaty heoriss Fedorad ooal wan mid beaieil

The Cotead Fropertics Compuary his 4 kepe namsbe of coiplopecs thal live in i noar
tha llrlsh aree. Thay shigp hase grad suppon o lecal poneass s skdivor, Comss
dpirels baeen sa and thuee mdlion dolbes asmually om0 sgpplics md srvicss w
Aaulsh  Plimiration of this bosines soovig wosld haes @ major iepst o es. Finally,
the Chreai Fluea Synfucds Flae, the arca’s langes smployer, depends upon lignee as a
il stock, sivFibing that wisild thicalen thor combnisel wee o Lignse skl thrcakon. gl
arwl crems megir negailve baaal impacie

The Boilah Chadndee of Comiteses oooimmieads duit the Boresii of Lind Mimsgpsisil
wealuate ali frepoacs. appropristely, incisdiog e severe regative impses of oot leasing
Federa ol W bdieve yor will Snd ki k=rang this ool 18 i the besd interesis of the
wndzwi mermbar ol poople
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Coal Team
Blurisiu of Land Sanigarmam
Morih Dakois Fioid Orifos
203 Thind Avenus Vet
Dichiresors, Mo Dakoda 5EE01 i 11 LERD RGHT
iy | = (T FIE LD CFECE

Dnis’ S
Ot Bahall of e Haden Chsmbed ol C - i Gwied Give Prandived s n
the Hazen area, comments ane being provided 1eganding the BLTS drafl ardronmental impact
esaleran for leaning fedeml conl m the West Mine: Srea ol Thuﬁunuhmmnﬁwm

Thes actunl Impect i guils ko e condesry, Snd Winild e major

Mone fhan one hundned Coleau omgbrenes make Tol horas noPa Hazan ansa
hers  They esi ol o resteerants and use koal besnssses for their senices. Thay maks
irvastmints in thisr homes. Famesing 00 million lors of cnd bram Colass's nasanms would
resulk in job kosses, oweabeg losi esinesses, dopressed valees and an oweall
enfrmunty deciine, In addinn i ndmect eflects, Cotesy prouslly spends 55406 millon in Hazen
On goeods and servioss. Elwinating i years of mining (e egquimient of B0 milkon o) meass
n dimcl nex in Faren's bosinesses of $30-30 milion. This = ool 8 "benatical” impact!

i
H

Wa nofe the detaded evshation you ondecied for mpects o oubural msowces, Amarican
Indian culue and he'tage, and erdcnments etor.  Howees', your diall BIS lecis ey
munlushion whatsoever ol mpaects o peopls Bwing here ipday = peopls whose Tsas and
ivalitcod depands on Elabla and spcum jobe bam an ongeing enengy prodecion bolty, The
Fnal EE5 must give off boas equal seeghi o the memendous SOCKGOONOMIG0 @Tacts off ysour
decmios je § doss o srchesclogicel sies

.
FLHAr {ﬁ"y"-_‘".‘.l.'ﬁ 1t

Fulindn, Exscsien Dusche
Hazen Cramier of Commie:
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NORTH DAKPTA SEMATE

This letiar & o provide commsents on a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement prepaned for federal coal lsasng of some S0 millian tons at
Thia Coteau Propertes Compary Freedom Mine Tha Impact
Sraipment atasssas e emeronmentsl and socipeoonomis impact of
learsing this eoal, £ amphasioss impacts o culural resoures. 1 v
atierded mesings where fess ssues Fava beon discussed, &hd
undersiand the concem for presarvation of importard srchasciogcal
Eaties Mmhmﬂﬂhwrw-@mwmwd
these sites is baing provided in Cobeau's miring plans

As Mok Dakota District 33 Stabs Senalor. and Assistar Majority
Lesader, | hawa a respormsibility 59 both my distnct consSuents and tha
erifire state of Morth Dakota. Although your Orafl Efsdronmsantal
Impact Sxatement fuly considers mpacts ¥ thoss concarned with sile
preservalion, it tals far shart in evaluating e impacts of not lessing
faderal ooal on kool residents, of on local or state governments. This
sl b comrected m the fnal EIS

Mot employees of The Coteayu Properties Compay v within
District 33. Arrg reduciion in coal reserves could reduce The longey
and econormic vihiity of the mine, putting e jobs &t nsk. In
addition, | urderstand the coal gasification procass at the Greal
Plaing Synhusis Flant requires §gnse, ard cannot use oul-al-stale
sub-biuminous coal for Beir kedstock. Elminating 90 milion tons of
resaryes from their supgly would impact the coal gasification plant 2=

waall, and e hindnads of jobs That il provides, Comiracion and
supplinrs that dapend on these indusines B0 provics Busirees would
suffer oz vesil

BO millicn lone represents 533, 750,000 n stabs coal severance tax ai
Idiay's cumer raes. TO% ol this would relum o Menser Courty o
furd thia county gowemimant. a8 weil a8 local cilies and schaols. The
remaining 0%, or 510,125 000 goes to the Siate of Mo Dakola,
and is needad for continuing opsmnton of our skate powemment. In
adidition, 80 millicn tons generaies £1.8 millon in s alccated to
the stale’s hgnite resaanch furd, vital for importard ressarch indo
use and oevelapmean| of this mporiart Tusl rescurce. All of Mese
revwerniues would e gone if this coal is not aased, and onos e
surounding privately cened coal is mined, ary future mining of ts
valuable resource will be sconomically unviable.

In pcdion (o Shraaiersd job lcases and reduced business activity, the
dirct loss of 1ax reveniaes o nod leasing Tedana! Goal & 3
sgniicant and substantial sodcaeconomic impact that must ba
addressed in your final Emeronmental impact Study, On bebaif of tha
citizana of Disict 33, a5 weall as the other cfzers of Morth Dekota
i Denalil dinsctly and indinectly fram e mining and use of our
siate's mos! abundand energy resounce, Tgnie, | urge you io fully
address the socoaconcmic impacts of your federal coal leasing
actions in a mone comphte and tharough mannar,

Sincarnsly,
Fandel Chrisimann
Sanab, District 33
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Ui hehall of the Bisnaech Mamlas Chanfer of Commence, tho ke i o peevide
Costisents pegarding e Drafl Environmentel [opao Saiereont astooiated with § Fodea
Coal Leme Application in Maroer Coendy, Morih Dakoss Acoondieg in ihe Dt B15,
The Cistenn Mroperties Creparry has spplaad e Foderall ooal lesse for serne 00 million
toed of oo b fis Woest Bl Adci

Alikragh wedid rf rceive o copy of the Drall ELS, oee ks boem made availasle wous
B wrovhier soearoe iBd we've pevirwed (L [n genenal, you Borosghly desarive suliral
resmarce Tmpacts pncsted with mining, erad how Colcas's mire plen will mitigaic theae
it Hirsever D iepo licks a8y dinlyels of soolosobonm e sl il
with soal minirg.

The iirgaet of coil renig in Meroer Counry is debeor i posrive i the

Erismarci Mandan srao, ard shos ki bo sddressad 5= 0 pesmve regoeal mipac. Many of
Coteau’s enplirpees live 70 Hisnarch o Marlo sad cormmie o the mine. The secnage
sl o Unsse eomamiling ephovees oeer Bie 20012007 period wis dightly over 54

il o vear,

A sibsuaiial and i grficani amoen of hesnes wolume |s generied 5y ihe mire. Over
the name thoce-year peried, The Cotest Fropertics Company bas sperd on sresnge mims
i 370 il oot o goods g sarvives fhom e Blamesdk Mandan ares. These
rarchars da et incheda the large smoued of prods and seroce boughe by Colean
ermpheyes amd iheir frmlics et baved S o e

Tha importancs of & sishile and acornmically wishle ool producer ss chess m Minmorck
e lagion whinld be dsind Bally in the Gnal coe tal intped estriend. The oo
ol 30 e e bk 0 Col reserves ooull Tared & sguiNoanl segalve [mpedt o6 ir
CINEIRLETITE

=

Wa recoarenesd ihe frllreaing specfic changes:

I, Chpage 1§ you deyeribe the scioscommic effects during minmy ende the So-
Azture ANormalres (oo lewengh i “Modenite boelend, e bom on cusing
TRire uu' Wi -H.ld dragree wiih !r-:un-clul-mlhu o] |easing soal an huve
at fuinl, whiri- i

W endersiand fai this coal reproseris s e @3 years of produstaor, the o of
which represeris o divect boes of mere ftan § 14 million in payesll ond Busiece
wolisie i e Biumarci WMasda arca. Therelors e Mo-Action Alieme ve
wtali] scrumd |y creaie s maper and regative |ong-lem impacs

b Emrl-l‘h-.mnl.pl ktlhﬂh‘n.mm.'dmuﬂmmmwulnmhm
I B | e hors-frn for all calegrmien
Al.llb.d'lhllll:l:-:ﬂm Foar dhie reakons #ioned shove, e Mo Sotan ARemalive
will cresie major sogstive long-iomn sece-comorms npcis.

1. The discession af sxao-gce0amic pacts on pages 47 and 44 paads 1o b
rapaaded vigrafcandy. As doscribomd shove, negative local snd repomal impecs
riee s bearidigg Fodiral ool s1isl be quaidifiod ol drcinssl

Thes mresd include the sctind koesrs of payrolls, besisems wibimes, and laaes, sl
Fura this boriss wralid et vely impa locel asd regosal govemimern bd pes,
fefrasinemne, senacen and reedesinl and hesmess mesl oeivia valsen. The
currenl e doess od refie e rae cdienl of reponal nmgpest

We sk peu in carcfully amssler g spplicains for the copaasion of The Cole
Pooprtin miee. W believe the posilive arspact of @ long-tenm sidsle ool sopely will
provide coransed bnafiis ie fie BisneckMardm commnity, Thank vou for fie
opporiuaiy o provide commens on Lhe doafl orvimoreneeial smgect stakemcnl. Plese
il coup e s vonsr mailing 1t Tor this projeor. B wed levee ey qiesibens ploas
T e

Elmm:.'

L lll-l'ﬂ.ﬁﬂldlﬂ
Baxrzarck- Masdan Charshe
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Deear Sir,

Please stop tho strip mining that will destroy sacred brial grounds. | ama
concermed citizen and wish 1o protect the envirenmend and sl prodect apcestral
hurial grousds. Thank vau.

Lona M. Knight

B focractsad'- Bmall has Finalby wesbeed - Click bsrs

E

Pary Kk
T614 eesss Dy
Saugis. 50 AFTES
[ e ]

RECEIVED
—

|

T r Lan i
m’!:“':r:l.l"h:-\.liﬁlr ri O FFCE

§-24-20EH

ATTN: Crad Mezagemam Toam
H nf Land ri
Bl Ddiota Fiekd TilTiee

2953 T e, W
Dckinmeon, M SA6d0)

ficrele percms;

Flease o nai ofloes The Froedam Ming oo pesoesd) with parposed sarface ooal mming snd reclamation
activities thai will devasisee the svvirmmment of 17057 seres of Indiss Cramimy, This projes deplaye
hi farcgand for cxisting | erreim 2, and will furthor deprade the fubwes hi l
stpmiicene of s sike B lsdpmeis berlage. [nlbooois Peoples populit ond i grivwaig. o

ourh L pEraming o waared Lindscapes

Kl rder the Eintied Statey Conaitstion, Fori 1 Treatics, fndomal and sinic lows, agencics,
coenparies sied mdividual Areericans s charged with e reapomibility o proicel and mantan the

repricy of odr anelenl ladpnois adeatity. What the Feeedem Mise parposs w0 ds B & visliton of
by heman nghee, 1 sk agaie, plase dop this pafuary i ethniG cleassing

Sizcorely pours;

y %,.a:frr/ﬁé

Hasry Kifw

| 3.6

| 7




69

RECEIVED

1627704

Lag Jaffails

Coal Team

Aursdau cof Lazd FAamsgamnt
NIk Fimlad oFFLos

2031 Thiras Avenass Heek
pleklnass o SE8&8]
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Re: Draft ELS, #313-04,. Heet Hine Area, Hercer mp

An an enrollsd tribal sssboer of the Theee AFFfLElated Tribes and
& fumldant of thae Tort Terthold Indisn reasceatics,. 7 OppoEe mil
EI8 wmining alisrnatives Fof bhe fadefal co4al ramwcves in the
¥emt Hinm Arsa Lo Hercsr ¥D. The HHA plsn, LP approwed by

phs BEH, wlilil Bave & significant, detcisental; and comolsbive
lmpeck on the Elstorical: coltorsl; snd agolal ©onds of CUFFORE
End funofs Thres AFfilated Tribe sumbers; with car own himkoric
{documentad) homslagds. There sre 1,737 Known culterally slgnificant
skone Finge, stons caires, Ebone mlignesnza; afflgy. burjsl
mound, and other Weews Seltafel sitew. Additicnally. Pobtoce
sdvances in fechnélogy will 1iweiy 1dennify other cuiberal sives
nob yeb ldentiried.

Sechkion 4.8, Alternative O, the ‘prefscced' sltsrmstlve. (Rooldual
Effectel, acknowladgeds. "The woscietal bonde wikh pawt amcextors

ind pext 1ifewys weuld ks gaversd by che dessfuctlon of visible
CHIERER] TaEkiFew and the matucel lendecepe By minlng thes oom].®
Farther, “Culborsl repressatstives snd belbal elderd haws

FEpelbedly axpcatusisd concwrzs abouk Ehe effects on thelr opmmuniclies
i loEing Ehees OQultural redoRrces. Hivdgation le not & reslity
givem thim belief aymtam®.

A recent MrlGoms Tntarirliesal Seier Rights Coalltlon pebllcitian
de=gmwats Ehik the northarn plalms ape In & flve yaar droeghl
ojcie. FuFkhee, tha Dupaftemnt =F Tnkerior profects m 10I%
amvars wabter grimle whigh wlii kawe subscanbial ispact =a majoc
cliles in Ehe Waskesn United States. Cosl-heeed snargy depeads
on the inoresmingly Aacarod SALEE FEESRECERE BAd contlndew to
coAlrivets significant CO02 mmimwiccs inks oor mir. [ awppark
sustainakis energy developmant LA Morkh DEKoks vhich doss =ob
anpdfd oaf increaringly limlted watsc rupply mnd doma not
cantribets ©o EnvironFental pollitios. aw lignikte coal doam.

Tha WHA propoEsl Is &h snvlTornoentsl jowtice conceen. Tt will
have a disparpnrbinnese Lepaci oa tribal. low-ldcoss resldests
and @lmilarly sffecimd populstlcos sroecd Fort Berchold. @

The WHA awd gorEounding afea ace alzs identifisd mm the tercitary
of tha Thres AFfjliscsd Tribea Lm the 1EG] Fork LaFasle Traatp,
and; dm a rewoli,; ere eRill ko ke protscted onder our LreaAly
with the Dalisd HisiEm.
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Thea leicr 1n kn prevads commemia mepandng Drafl Ervsmonmeamal impaect Sisiemert (RIS} 23
0, for Tederad wetion sswoe e with Federal Coal Lesse Applicason KDL 91335, subsminal by
The Coiess Preporis Compary (Coleasl  We mquosi thie hoss oms bo sddresssd a5 yos
pocparc B Finsl Erveeomsiial krgacl Slaienicnl {FEIS).

LClenerad

Pleass revups yosr nemhers amcnmmg. sive mpacied mnder diffenm sliemaiives,  We o
ipelating our amalyes of sitcs likely & be disioial of prashly disiurberl hoed on propessd
opemarars, arad will fereand thes afornmiog 0 wei In (e Bean e woski

Weir FEIS dhoald eleadly aale thit the sulice coal menmg permil Gas boon spprioved By (he
g of Monh Dakeds, operatiers me ongoing in the permdl msa @l this sme. and Bl Coleas
cormeily han spproval for operation on proesie lands oeer aniessad fedornd onal, Alsa, the FEIS
ikl e that 1 Cillidid Resdimost Manigeimiil Pl (CRMF) kis bt sjpgioeed by e
Farih Dudoots. Stie Himon: Mresovation Offcer sd Do af the $iaie Higorcal Socety of
Maith Duobesli, ind & cusvently being mplementeid  Finally, plhose stane Sl e Programivaic
Agroomers, deseriting the manser in which the CEMP is amplenesied and owilnieg sgmey
respornabadilics, bas Been ng by {Coiea, the Office of Surise: Mmmg [O5M), the Norih
Dakode 5wt Hiwoase Presenvation OTes, the Monh Dekatd Pulle Servios Do
(NI, de Buras of Land Maogenesi (LM}, ard e Aéviency Coungil on Hisanc
Paciirv it dod Ll caoutaos anl orgloncslaben of the dporment s oy oo Ul (5% ol
BLM have samalied their Seotion D06 respors bl G al| sdivideal sndenakings cowered by
iap agreCTTETE.
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1 't picnime of the fronil cover @ of 3 mining operasm, bl 0 s Colean's Fromdom Mim
11 dirsin 'l wen appear B b o e i Mol Dibield.  Plase romave Lhis pelon: Foimn the
fromi cover, @ A s misdeading o ey peopie.

I [Page 3, eolumn |, pragraph © Boe 3: The fimd scoleres gaies el The Environsiceial
Irepact Sisiereent (FI5] anadyee effems. farm leasing mraos of Tederal ooal sdjapeni o de
Preadomn Mine. This m increreci. Boss the Wend Mine Arca permii was sppeeved by
ihe WOFSC om Agril 18 103k, The Moderal ooad irad1s ore looated wilbin e Freedom kMise.
Plewna revind this and gy ofber references in o proposed perme sres, o dascribe | aa sther
i exining penmel area or approved il e

1. Page Loolums |, parsgrash | lise 5 Please oamect e nams of Hw oompany. The cormec
e is ~The Caless Properties Cempany™, nel “Cnican Mropesties Company

4 Pape i, culurmn l.mh.’l Er:3 Fleass chasge the refereni: o e “propoicd pormil
wred” na thee “approesd penmis

L] I'ngl.-n:h.rrlll p.tlpqi!l‘rl.ll:l! Pleme change ihe reformce m the “preposad permii
area”™ w dee “ppioeed perod aea”

& Page iealemn |, paegraph 5, balle b ardior Page 2. cohamm |, pangraph 4; You saic fai
o |H) Ictien weore miaikad o inercstsd) padici on Flench |0, 2003,  Plose sloe who
moeived iese Geiiers, and ther afdisilen  Wo onderstmd ksl gressermemy, achool
Srinics, and chamber of commeree ol (ke clescst dlics of Bould and 1en, which
perinimly have i ineresl in e leasing of this Daderd osal, $id son peecive & ooy of the
OFIS. Werm they moluds] m dhe onprel scoping solice?  Hos many rosponss wers
received! Whn were they received from? Tha infienaton was pressaied during the Juas
Hild pubile sestegs, asd sheuld be e lbadal e oo denemime ihe pe ol snesi of
sorcom by irierosiad pariies.

T.  Page i, cabeen 2, paagragh 5, Bee 7 Ploass comeel e staternenl Sl S200000 wauld be
ux aside i om Amerom Isden Fdecaion Tnei.  The approesd CEMP gisis faai

p SIS will be doraicd| o e brisl.  The proper dasic of 1Hi Inasl b s

E  P'age i, coleren 3, pergragh 6, fine 4: Pioess comect the sisiemenl Thal loasny woukd
mainiain coommic stalility in (he apca wiol placing major addivosidl desasdb on e
#nlsting infrswactare or services, 1 ollminate the word “majer. Leasing and mining of
ikin faderal casl cosld be sceomplisherd withonl placng any phliionsl deresesdy on cxismg
TRl LS OF Y Rk
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i3 ENVIRCNMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
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The 186 Fori Larsm Trealy wee mwde prior io 1871 and by i Act of the Undied

Simdes Congrsis, the 1358 Fert Lararsde Trealy sade betwern the Undled Bunes aad the Gireal
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Propenks in the WhAA, Bal fhine i sesble 0 Conoda, Seunl Deboll, Missesols, sl
Febraske.

This mises the qeestam = who & respemeitle for the enfivcesest of NEPA, NHI'A, sl
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fodarad bews. The THH, fhe BER, and the TR are la eroe by aliwing & mobt ey W overses
*'fi'_-d'“ﬂllh'l- Hirw orm than DI, b DLML, arad e 11500 going: 00 rectif ihis

14 BCUPTNG ANT: AMERITAN TNDOLAS DONEULTATION

“The mropert of paod. peoplos i foond an the WA lasdscaps mainly in the foom ol goee Ssoies
Isndapes, mark leceikne med by (he e of he Mandes, Arbers, Hidsim, ad lnier, the
Yoniciores Sevan and reher memedis groeps whe move] oo te are b ike [Tk

The ezl=retwe Eor Lhni slaterend noals lo be céod a v A B o be based asd ronbeoul

Defenders of the Black Hills
P, 0. Box 2003, Rapid City, 5D 57709
[B05] I00-1BES Fax: [BOS) I99-1051
L MR QUALITY ASERCLESATE aad 4. ANRQUALITY

hat armwesed a1k OFIS & (e aroent of Carbsen, Seller, sl Manves Ohiades thae will
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Frieimalially fker U walsr o i e Mieied phad w seieval of e ssal The iesfbimlen
pannar ey waier the aame way & ondl  More stiadies need 1 Be oompleied beless e sbave
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